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B.K. Chandrashekar, former Legislative Council Chairman and EGGT Managing
Trustee, expressed concern that the groundwater situation in Karnataka was

acute and was in no way better than Rajasthan, which has largest tract of Archives .
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drought-prone area in the country. He called for a synergy among Datewise
technologies, legislation and regulatory measures for effectively tackling
problems.
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Innovative farmer Devangi Prafullachandra took exception to the trend of using
a common methodology for tackling agricultural issues in different regions in
the State. He stressed the need for adopting a region-specific approach
depending upon rainfall, weather and other local factors.

He expressed concern that though there were plenty of appropriate farm
technologies, they were not reaching farmers because of lack of access.

Agricultural scientist Dwarkinath called for launching a mission to help poor
and dry-land farmers who were struggling to earn a livelihood.

The Green Revolution technology had not reached the poor and marginal
farmers at all, he pointed out while stressing the need to cater for their needs
at least now, he said.

Renewable energy

J. Srinivasan from the Centre for Atmoshperics and Ocean Sciences of the
Indian Institute of Science, who spoke on “Renewable energy technologies”,
said there were clear indications of solar energy costs dropping from the
present level of over Rs. 15 a unit to Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 a unit in about 10 years.

He said it was possible to handle the country’s power requirements by setting
up solar power panels on just 0.3 per cent of the total geographic area of
Rajasthan, which has high solar power intensity.

Governor Rameshwar Thakur hailed the progressive vision of Rajiv Gandhi.

NIAS Director K. Kasturirangan and Central Food Technological Research
Institute Director V. Prakash spoke.
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