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HC notice
ovexland
acquisition

BANGALDRE, DHNS: The High
Courthas ordered noticeto the
State Government in connec-
tion with the land acquisition
allegedly to favour Nandi Infra-
structure Corridor Enterprises
(NICE) in Kengeri hobli.

The petitioners, D Hanu-
mantha and others, have moved
the High Court challenging the
mutation of entries in respect of
their 39 guntas of land in favour
of Karnataka Industrial Area
Development Board (KIADB),
claiming that acquisition pro-
ceeding was without authority
of law and against the interim
order of the Apex Court.

The petitioners had ebtained
stay from Supreme Court (after
refusal from High Court)
against the State Government
notification dated December
19,1998 and final notification
dated May 8, 2003. Following a
Special Leave Petition, the Apex
Courtstayed the matter on Jan-
vary 1, 2004 and extended the
stay on January 1, 2005.

Terming the acquisition ille-
galand defeating the purpose of
the order passed by the Apex
Court, the petitioner alleged
that the acquisition was aimed
to help NICE and sought to
quash the preliminary aswell as
final notifications.

Justice Mohan Shan-
tanagowdar has ordered notice
to the State Government, KI-
ADBE, Special DC and land ac-

quisition officer, and NICE.
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lISc signs MoU for solar testing

BANGALGRE, DHNS: The Indi-
an Institute of Science (11Sc) will
soon be a testing area for solar
thermal technology and the
host foral0MW solar thermal
plant on its campus. ISe signed
a MoU with the Centre for
Study of Science, Technology
and Policy (C-STEF).on Mon-
day, for partnershipin technolo-
giesin energy, information and
communication, materials and
infrastructure.

The two major initiatives of
this MoU are to build a solar
thermal power plant and a
‘smart grid’ to improve efficien-
¢y, stability and management
of the electricity system.

Chairman of the Mechanical
Science Division at liSC, DrKa-
manio Chattopadhyaysaid that
solar thermal power was rela-

tively new to India and the de-
tails of the project were being
worked out.

“We want to develop a base
in solar energy research and we

require a test bed for it. ISc is ,

prepared to provide that test
bed. Mereover, our students will
beworking on different aspects
and facets, so it would provide
both education and research
prospects,” he said.

Manpower base
Dr Chattopadhyay also ex-
pressed I15¢’s interest in devel-
oping skilled manpower base
in many of these emergent tech-
nologies to provide adequate
support in the future.
Program Director at C-STEP,
Dr Rahul Tongia said that the
thermal power plant was likely

to use the parabolic trough de-
sign afd the idea is to buildon
this technology and commer-
cialise. '

He estimated that the pres-
ent cost to setup such a unitin
the US would be around Rs 175
crore and the exact costs here
have not been worked out yet.
Though likely to be funded con-
siderably by the Government,
the scientists are looking at a
consortium of industries to
meetsome of the costsand also
toreplicate the power plants in
the future.

In the other areas of infor-
mation technology, infrastruc-
ture the two organisations will
write concept papers, seek
funds and developresearch ca-
pabilities and as well as demon-
stration umits.

“They would quit than take stress’

BANGALORE, DHNS: The glob-
al economic slowdown and the
resultant job and salary cuts
have added to the anxiety of the
corporate workforce. The in-
créased pressure at the work-
place has been manifesting it-
self in frequent illness and rise
in stress levels. About 59 per
cent of respondents of a survey
say that they would quit if the
current job adds on to their
stress.

The survey was conducted
by HealthOn Foundation
amongst corporate executives,
last fortnight among 57% male
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and 43% female working exec-
utivesin the age group of 30-45
years at Mumbai, Delhi, Ban-
galore, Chennai, Hyderabad
and Kolkata. All major sectors
of industries were covered with
almostequal number of respon-
dents drawn from all mainline
functions. The report indicates
that a large number of execu-
tives have availed medical
leaves, in fact many have avaited
muore than their entitlement.
About 64% respondents say
that stress atwork takes a tofl on
their productivity, while 76%
agree that their hectic work
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schedule is the main reason for
neglecting their health.

The respondents also attrib-
ute recurting health problems
such as digestive system disor-
ders {acidity, heartburn, fre-.

quent stomach upsets), fatigue .

and lethargy, anxiety and de-.
pressionto stress at workplace.
“The survey’s findings should
serve as a wakeup call for corpo-
rates and they should ideally
initiate concrete measures to,
ensure that the executives stay.
healthy and preductive,” said
DrSimanta Sharma, Convencr,
and HealthOn Foundation.
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